
Here you will find some helpful information to help you succeed this quarter: 
 
Campus Resources: 

1. WCC Library – HNR 
2. Calculators for check-out in library (third day of classes) 
3. Math Center – CAS 113 
4. Online math center - http://math.whatcom.ctc.edu/ 
5. Counseling and Advising – LDC 116 

 
It is always a good idea to stop by the math center early in the quarter, even if you don’t 

anticipate ever needing assistance. Just knowing where that resource is and that it’s actually 

available can give you the push you need to go get some extra help when you actually do need 

it.  I’d also encourage setting up a study group with classmates you know you work well with. 

Tips for Reading Mathematics: 
It is important to read the text for any class, but included here I some extra information that can 
be helpful when reading a math text in particular. 

 Focus on concepts, not exercises. 
The ideas behind the problems displayed in the chapter are what will really help you in 
the homework to follow. It’s sometimes hard to make this separation, but it can help! 
Math isn’t about memorizing problems, it’s about learning key concepts to apply in a 
variety of different scenarios. 

 Read the day’s section before coming to class. 
Just skimming through the material that you know you will be covering in class can give 
you the familiarity with some of the new ideas and terminology to make it that much 
easier to follow along in class. It’s often a good idea to then read through the section 
again after class to solidify and gain a full understanding of the material. The first time 
through you are looking for big ideas, and then filling in details later. 

 Read with paper, pen, and calculator. 
It is helpful to write notes while you read, and check anything you are unsure of with a 
calculator. When studying examples, ask yourself what concept is being illustrated. Look 
at the pictures too, they are there for a reason!. Check 

 Learn the vocabulary and the language. 
There can be a lot of new vocabulary words associated with a new math concept. Pay 
attention to definitions and what they mean. Words that you may use in your everyday 
life may have a different meaning in a mathematical context. 

 Make a note of things you don’t understand; ask for help afterwards. 
It’s likely that even after following all of the above advice, you might still find some of the 
ideas confusing. These are ideas that took great minds hundreds of years to fully 
develop. Write down any questions you have to bring up with a friend from class or your 
instructor. 

http://math.whatcom.ctc.edu/

